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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO,, Inc. 


405 N. Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in 
official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin 
diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect 
especially on the stomach. kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation 
of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address : Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 








St. Jude Thaddeus 


The holy apostle, St. Jude Thaddeus, shows his particular 
assistance and protection in circumstances most difficult and 
desperate. His aid is widely experienced, and he is known as 
the ‘Patron of hopeless and desperate cases.”— Our booklet 
gives a sketch of his life and labors; the efficacy of his aid in 
extreme need, etc., also novenas, litany and prayers in his 
honor. Combined with this booklet are devotions to $t. Rita, 


Advocate of the Impossible. Price 5 cts. 





During the winter months our work is unusually heavy and 
our help limited. All orders will receive our prompt and careful 
attention; with regard to letters, however, we must appeal to the 
patience of our kind friends and request a lapse of a reasonable 
length of time before you expect a reply. 
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Advent 


= HE grace-abounding time of Advent is always per- 
Was vaded with a feeling of expectation of a great, 
Mieeuen sublime event. Our Holy Mother, the Church, 
ewe spends the time of Advent as a sacred preparation 

for the threefold coming of Jesus Christ. Follow- 
ing the example of the prudent virgins, she has lighted her 
lamp and awaits the Bridegroom. In like manner, we, too, who 
are her members and her children, should share in the sen- 
timents which animate her; we, too, should apply to ourselves 
the admonition of Our Savior: “Let your loins be girt, and 
lamps burning in your hands” (Luke xii. 35). The soul of each 
individual is the object of God’s mercy and providence, the 
same as the Church at large. The Church is the Bride of Christ 
only because she is formed of all those souls who are called 
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to the eternal nuptials. Since our Redeemer has purchased 
the Church with His Precious Blood, each one may assert with 
St. Paul: “Christ loved me, and delivered Himself for me” 
(Gal. ii. 20). Since, then, the object and the intentions are the 
same, let us try to study the sentiments of the Church during 
this holy season, in order to realize them in our own life. Thus 
our life will become conformable to the life of the Church. 

Holy Church longs and sighs for a threefold coming of 
Christ to this earth. “Three times,” says the venerable Peter 
of Blois, “Our Lord comes down to us; the first time in the 
flesh, the second time in the spirit, the third time as Judge. 
His first coming took place in the middle of the night, accord- 
ing to the Holy Gospel. The first coming, however, is passed. 
Christ dwelt upon earth in the flesh and conversed with men. 
We are now in the time of the second advent. Let us be on 
our guard, that we may be prepared for His coming, for He 
has said that if we love Him He will come to us and dwell 
in us. 

“That His third advent will take place is beyond all doubt, 
but very uncertain is the time: the same as death is certain, 
but nothing more uncertain than the day of our death. Christ’s 
first advent was humble and obscure; His second is in secret 
and love; His third will be manifest and terrible. In His first 
advent, Christ was falsely accused and condemned; in His 
second, He justifies us by His grace and enters into our hearts; 
in His third, He will judge all according to the principles of 
His infinite justice. A Lamb in His first advent, a Lion in 
His last, He is a condescending Friend in the second advent.” 
(De Adv. serm. 3.) 


The First Coming 


This threefold advent of Our Savior always appears in the 
life of the Church as something present. Therefore, during 
the season of Advent, she awaits the Savior with tears, and 
with the sighs of the saints and the just of the Old Testament. 
We, too, will join our Holy Mother, and with her sigh: — 

“Lord, send us the Lamb! The Lamb whose meekness 
never fails; the Lamb, which will give us Its fleece to warm 
in us what has grown cold, to cover our nakedness; the Lamb, 
which will give us Its Flesh, lest we should perish of weak- 
ness, on the way. Send It, full of wisdom; that Its Divine 
understanding may overcome the spirit of pride; send It, full 
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of strength, for it is written, The Lord is strong and mighty 
in battle; send It full of meekness, for, It will come down as 
the dew upon the meadow; send It as a sacrifice, since, for 
our sakes, It must be sold and immolated. Send It, not to 
destroy sinners, for It will come to call them to Itself; send 
It, in fine, as worthy to receive power and Divinity, worthy 
to open the seven seals of the sealed book! Accomplish the 
unfathomable Mystery of the Incarnation!” (Ven. P. Cellens.) 


The Second Advent 


With the same longing, Holy Church sighs for the second 
advent, when the Bridegroom seeks the bride and delivers 
the faithful from the ancient servitude, the yoke of sin. Happy 
the souls, who with eager heart behold with Holy Church the 
new-born King in the mild splendor of His love and abase- 
ment! They will no longer care for anything but the Child 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying ina manger. But to 
deserve the happiness of gazing upon this powerful King, very 
near—to deserve to be in His company, we must, as the 
Prophet Isaias says, “walk in justice and speak the truth;” 
we must hearken to the voice of the precursor, and clear 
away all which may be a hindrance to the feet of the Divine 
Child on Its way to our heart. 

Our heart is now the Bethlehem to which Jesus wishes 
to come, in which He desires to be born, there to abide and 
grow until He has reached the fulness of manhood. That He 
desired to come down into a stable, was only to reach our 
heart the more surely, our heart which He loved with an 
eternal love in so great a degree that He descended from 
heaven to dwell therein. The virginal womb of Mary carried 
Him but a few months. In our heart, however, He wishes 
to erect a permanent abode. Prepare yourself, then, O 
Christian heart, by acknowledging your faults, by contrition 
for the offenses committed against God, by penance, by making 

“straight the crooked paths, bringing down the hills,” and thus 
rendering yourself capable of that union which the Divine 
Child wishes to effect with you. 

You cannot bestow upon Him the maternal love of Mary 
nor the fatherly care of St. Joseph. Instead, offer Him your 
adoration, your love, your heart. The shepherds offered Him 
gifts corresponding to their humble life—the three kings 
brought Him rich presents. This teaches us that no one should 
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appear before the Divine Child without a gift worthy of Him. 
Let us not forget that our Savior will reject every other gift 
if we withhold the one He came to seek. Love drew Him 
down from heaven: shall we refuse Him the love of our heart! 


The Third Coming 


Holy Church sighs no less for the third coming of Christ, 
which will witness the accomplishment of all transitory things 
by opening the portals of eternity. She has preserved well in 
her heart the words of her Bridegroom: “Surely, I come 
quickly,” and eagerly responds, “Come, Lord Jesus!” (Apoc. 
xxii. 20.) She desires to be freed from this earthly pilgrimage; 
she longs for the number of the elect to be full, that she may 
see in the clouds of heaven the sign of her Liberator and 
Bridegroom. Amid tears:and penance she prepares herself 
and entreats and conjures her children to do the same. For 
- the day of the coming of the Bridegroom will, at the same 
time, be a day of fear. Frequently, Holy Church trembles at the 
thought of the awful judgment to which all men will be 
summoned; not that she fears for herself: she knows that this 
day will place on her brow the bridal wreath for all eternity; 
but her maternal heart is pained by the thought that perhaps 
many of her children will stand to the left of the Judge, that 
they will be deprived of the joys of the elect, and with bound 
hands and feet be cast into the place where there will be 
howling and gnashing of teeth. 

During the time of Advent, therefore, she dwells on the 
thought that the last coming of Christ is terrible, and selects 
passages from Holy Scripture which seem most fitted to inspire 
a wholesome fear into the souls of those of her children who 
may be sleeping in the darkness of sin. At the same time 
she desires that the friends of the Bridegroom should not 
grow weary in the hope of being soon invited to the eternal 
nuptials of the Lamb. Beon the watch then! He will come 
as a thief in the night. Be prepared, so that He will find 
you in readiness as was the stable, the crib, and the swaddling 
clothes. 

Such are the wholesome reflections with which we will 
begin the holy season of Advent. They shall accompany us 
when we visit the Blessed Sacrament, and they will infuse 
new light, new warmth, new life and new love into our 
heart. Let us, especially at our spiritual and actual Com- 
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munions, adore the threefold coming of the Savior: His coming 
from the Father to the Virgin Mary at the Incarnation; His 
coming to us through grace and the Sacrament of His Love; 
and finally His coming as Judge in the hour of death. In 
this practice let us be deeply penetrated by faith, and it will 
be for us an additional incentive to live in the spirit of Holy 
Church. 


a ae 


The Great Antiphons 





) URING the holy season of Advent, which is a time 
of preparation for the sacred birth of our Savior, 
our predominant frame of mind should be the 
consciousness of our sinfulness and a trustful 
longing for deliverance from our sins. Mourning 
is mingled with a note of gladness, as may be seen from the 
prayers of the Mass and breviary. The nearer we approach 
Christmas, the more do we experience the need of help, but 
likewise the more vehement grows our longing. This eager 
yearning reveals itself especially in the seven Great Antiphons 
assigned to the seven days preceding the Eve of Christmas; 
that is, from the 17th to the 23d of December. One is prayed 
or sung solemnly each day at Vespers. They are called “Great 
Antiphons” because the whole antiphon is prayed or sung be- 
fore, as well as after, the Magnificat, which, otherwise, takes 
place only on high festivals. Sometimes these antiphons are 
called “O-Antiphons” because each one begins with the ejacu- 
lation “O”, the expression of longing. The pleading melody 
corresponds to the sad yet hopeful sentiments expressed by 
the words. Though beginning with various titles, they are, 
nevertheless, all addressed to the promised Messiah. 

With a lively faith, and in the happy consciousness of 
actually possessing the Savior for whom the Jews and heathens 
so longed and ardently expected, let us with humility and 
confidence pray one of these antiphons on each of the days 
immediately preceding the Eve of Christmas, and, if possible, 
pray them before the Blessed Sacrament. 





1. Antiphon — December 17th 


O Sapientia! —-O Wisdom that comest out of the mouth 
of the Most High, that reachest from one end to another, and 
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dost mightily and sweetly order all things: come and teach 
us the way of prudence! 


2. Antiphon — December 18th 


O Adonai! —O Adonai, and Ruler of the House of Israel, 
who didst appear unto Moses in the burning bush and gavest 
him the law on Sinai: come, with outstretched arm to redeem 
us! 

3. Antiphon — December 19th 

O Radix Jesse! —-O Root of Jesse which standest for the 
ensign of the people, before whom the kings shall be silent, 
whom the Gentiles shall seek: come to deliver us, make no 
tarrying! 

4. Antiphon — December 20th 

O Clavis David! —O Key of David, and Sceptre of the 
House of Israel, that openeth and no man shutteth; and shutteth 
and no man openeth: come to bring out the prisoner from 
the prison, and them that sit in darkness and in the shadow 
of death! 

5. Antiphon — December 21st 

O Oriens ! —O Morning Dawn, Brightness of the everlasting 
light, Son of Justice: come to give light to them that sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death! 


6. Antiphon — December 22d 


O Rex! —O King of the Gentiles, yea, and desire thereof! 
O Cornerstone, that makest of two one: come to save man 
whom Thou hast made of the dust of the earth! 


7. Antiphon — December 23d 


O Emmanuel!— O Emmanuel, our King and our Law- 
giver; Desired of the Gentiles, yea, and salvation thereof: come 
to save us, O Lord our God! 


+ +«£ + 


Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 


A very attractive brochure, containing: Nine days’ devotion to the Divine 
Infant; veneration of the mysteries of the holy Childhood; many beautiful prayers 
and aspirations to the Holy Child Jesus. A Lay Brother says: “It is so sweet, so 
excellent, so simple and practical;” a lady: “I think it is a wonderful help to 
devotion;” a Pittsburgh reader: “This book is my dearest treasure, I put all trust 
in its simple prayers.” Price, 5 cents each 
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Advent, Christmas and Corpus Christi 





™S a season of the ecclesiastical year, Advent may 
be compared to childhood in the life of man. Both 
are a beginning and a time of preparation — prep- 
aration for the “Day of the Lord.” With Advent 
begins the ecclesiastical year; with childhood, 
human life and labor. Childhood is a sacred and serious 
advent-time, the time of preparation for the coming of Christ 
on first Communion day. 

The child possesses three precious, God-given treasures: 
joy, peace and innocence. The heart of the child is naturally 
disposed to joy, its soul is still undisturbed by the troubles of 
life, unmarred by sin and the discontentment of the world; inno- 
cence is its ornament and sparkles in itseyes. The holy season of 
Advent, likewise, is adorned with this threefold ornament. 
Although it is a serious time of penance, it is, nevertheless, 
also a time of joyful expectation, pervaded with the joy of 
the approaching feast. Christmas throws a gleam of its holy 
joy into the penitential time of Advent. By prayer, recollection 
and holy penance, the Christian obtains the peace of Advent, 
the true peace of Christ. In the epistle of the third Sunday, 
Holy Church reminds us of the words of the apostle: “Rejoice 
in the Lord!... The peace of God which surpasseth all un- 
derstanding keep your hearts and mind in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” Finally, as childhood is adorned with holy innocence 
so is Advent. Only one feast is celebrated during Advent, 
which may be compared to the ornament of innocence, and 
that is the feast of the Immaculate Conception. 

Christmas and Corpus Christi have much in common. 
To both apply the words of the angel: “I bring you tidings 
of great joy!” Both remind us of the words in the Angelus: 
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” There- 
fore, Holy Church is inclined to place Christmas and Corpus 
Christi side by side in the formula of her prayers. Se nascens 
dedit socium, Convescens in edulium — is sung in the hymn 
of Lauds on Corpus Christi; meaning, at His birth our Savior, 
gave Himself to us as a Companion; at the Last Supper, as the 
Food of our souls. 

The Communion devotions of the faithful may be aptly 
compared to Advent and Christmas devotions. Advent prayers 
are permeated with desire for the grace of the Savior; so also 
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are the prayers of preparation for Holy Communion. Advent 
prayers are replete with the veneration of Mary; so should 
our preparation for Holy Communion be made through Mary. 
According to the Gospels read to us during Advent, the pre- 
cursor, John the Baptist, as a herald,—a figure of humility — 
points to our Savior with the words: “Behold the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sins of the world!” Holy Church reminds 
us of this when she distributes Holy Communion. As Christ- 
mas is a day of peace and holy joy, so is the time of thanks- 
giving after Holy Communion. These sentiments are touch- 
ingly expressed in the following Christmas hymn: — 
Sweet Babe reposing in my heart, 
Oh, make me burn for Thee; 
And never from my soul depart, 
But stay, oh, stay with me! 
Filled with Thy holy presence now, 
I care no more for earth; 
Nor can my soul a thought allow, 
But of Thy sacred birth. 

The relations of Christmas to the feasts of the Blessed 
Sacrament are taught by Holy Church in her regulations for 
Divine Services. She has ordained that the Preface for the Mass 
of Christmas be used on the Feast of Corpus Christi and 
throughout the octave, as well as in all the votive Masses of 
the Blessed Sacrament; Christmas joy reigns on the feasts 
of the Blessed Sacrament. 


+ + + 
A Beautiful Oil Painting 

A beautiful Sacred Heart painting is an incomparable treasure. What conso- 
lation, how many graces, how much enlightenment stream from such a picture ! 
We offer for sale a Sacred Heart picture not quite life-sized, 30 x 45 inches 
reaching to the knees. It is finely executed, painted in oil, and costs — well-packed 
$75.00. 

A man who received one of these pictures wrote: “The beautiful 
picture arrived in perfect condition. You would be delighted did you hear 
all the praise bestowed upon it by all who have seen it... The expression 
of the face and particularly the eyes make a strong impression on everyone who 
sees it, and under the electric light seem to diffuse a radiance... My daughter 
intends to make an altar for the picture in her new home and keep a light burning 


perpetually and have her parish priest consecrate her and her husband to the 
Sacred Heart.” 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Divine Babe and the Sacred Host 


HE humiliations of our Divine Lord are not less in 
the Blessed Sacrament than in the Incarnation. 
In the Incarnation, the Eternal Word descended 
once, in one place, becoming man in Mary’s 
womb. In the Blessed Sacrament, the same 
Eternal Word descends not only once, but as 

often — the number is countless — as Masses have been said, 
and will be said, from the Last Supper to the end of the 
world! Not in one place only, but in every clime and every 
land, from the rising to the setting sun! “From the rising of 
the sun,” says the Prophet Malachias (i. 11), “even to the going 
down, My Name is great among the Gentiles; and in every 
place there is sacrifice, and there is offered to My Name a 
clean oblation, saith the Lord of hosts.” O Divine Sacrifice 
of the Mass! stupendous mystery of Divine Love! offered 
daily on tens of thousands of altars, making “great” the Name 
of the Lord among the Gentiles, and giving infinite glory to 
the Lord of hosts. The Mass is the real “clean oblation” 
foretold by the prophet. 

The Son of God become incarnate obeyed the Eternal 
Father. The same Son of God present in the Eucharist obeys 
the voice of a simple mortal, His own creature, a poor, weak, 
alas, imperfect priest! Who can refrain from exclaiming: O 
infinite love of Jesus in the Babe and Host! imprint on the 
souls of men these Divine mysteries, that all may know Thee 
and love Thee. 

Jesus is unknown and forgotten. “He came into the world, 
and the world knew Him not.” Mary alone on earth knew 
the moment “the Word was made Flesh;” for as yet Joseph 
knew not that the Virgin had conceived. How like the Host! 
The priest celebrates even when there is no congregation; the 
Word is made flesh in his hands; the priest, like Mary, is 
at times the only adorer. 

Where was accomplished the grand Mystery of man’s 
Redemption? Was it in a great city? In a gorgeous palace? 
In a splendid mansion? No. That everything might be in 
keeping with the humility of the Handmaid of the Lord, it 
was in the village of Nazareth; obscure enough, and in a still 
more obscure cottage. In this humble, modest dwelling, since 
aptly called “The Holy House”, the archangel found the Holy 
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Virgin absorbed in prayer, and announced to her the Mystery 
of the Incarnation. “While all things were in quiet silence, 
Thy Almighty Word came down from heaven from Thy royal 
throne” (Wis. xviii. 15). Such was the first dwelling of the 
Divine Babe in Mary’s womb! 

How like the Divine Host on our altars! Sometimes, no 
doubt, the greatest genius of man, obeying the nobler aspiration 
of the soul, exhausts its powers in designing churches, altars, 
and Tabernacles, and enriches them with the most precious 
of earthly gifts, as dwellings for the “Holy of Holies.” But 
how often is the home of the Sacred Host more humble than 
the “Holy House” of the Divine Babe! 


Winning Charms of the Divine Babe 


The Babe of Bethlehem has a winning attraction of love 
for the devout soul. The long journey over a mountainous 
country, from Nazareth to Bethlehem, fatigued Mary and 
Joseph. Wearied and exhausted they arrive in the evening, 
but, alas! there is no lodging for them, for the inns are all 
filled. They go from house to house, humbly begging shelter 
even for one night. They are spurned at the doors, despised 
for their poverty. O dear Jesus, will nobody receive Thee and 
Thy Mother? Dear Lord, we too, have often shut the doors 
of our hearts against Thee, and expelled Thee thence by 
mortal sin! Accept now the lodgings of our hearts, with their 
affections for ever. 

Fatigued, but resigned, Mary retires from the dwellings 
of men into a cave made in a rock, the stable of dumb beasts; 
and then, “while all things were in quiet silence, and the night 
was in the midst of her course, Thy Almighty Word came 
down from heaven from Thy royal throne” (Wis. xviii. 15). 
Then was born the Messiah, the “desired of the eternal hills” 
(Gen. xlix. 26). O humility, O poverty of the Son of God! Allow 
us, O Lord, to approach with reverence, and look with the 
eyes of faith on the Divine Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
and laid in a manger. 

The Divine Babe is weak, but He is the Omnipotence by 
“whom all things were made.” He is helpless, but His very 
breath sustains, as it produced creation! He is in Mary’s 
arms, yet planets and systems revolve in His Immensity. 
Poor! the heavens and the earth are full of the majesty of His 
glory. Without homage! all the angels of God adore Him. 
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“Adore Him all you His angels” (Ps. xcvi. 7). “And let all the 
angels of God adore Him” (Heb. i. 6). 

But let us return to the Blessed Sacrament. In the Sacred 
Host we find still more weakness, more helplessness, more 
poverty. Here, too, the Eternal is born in time; the Immense 
is circumscribed to still narrower limits; and the essentially 
Independent is even more subject to the will of His own crea- 
tures! We can only say with St. Thomas of Villanova: O 
strong wine of charity! Thou hast conquered the Invincible; 
the Almighty is become thy captive. O true excess of charity! 

Amid all the humiliations and poverty of the crib or 
manger, a gleam of the glory of heaven now and again, shone 
upon earth, to announce to the world the birth of the Messiah. 
Swift and willing messengers were despatched to convey the 
glad tidings. The glory of heaven, with great brightness, 
shone round the holy shepherds. The heavenly messenger 
said to them: “Fear not; for behold I bring you good tidings 
of great joy. This day is born to you a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord, in the city of David. And this shall be a sign unto 
you: you shall find the Child wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
and laid inamanger. And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly army, praising God and saying: 
Glory to God in the highest” (Luke ii. 10, 15). And again, the 
Almighty sent another messenger to the wise men of the East, 
to announce the birth of the Redeemer. The miraculous star 
conducted them, shone upon their path from the East, “until 
it came and stood over where the Child was” (Matt. ii.9). Well 
may “they rejoice with exceeding great joy, and, falling down, 
adore Him.” 

How different the Sacred Host! To announce His birth, 
no gleam of heaven’s glory shines round the altar, no angel 
is sent to convey the glad tidings; no heavenly army sings, 
“Glory be to God in the highest;” no miraculous star sheds its 
beams on the Host. By faith alone we “fall down and adore 
Him.” Let us say with St. Thomas of Aquin, “The Blessed 
Sacrament is not only the greatest of all God’s miracles, but 
an abridgment of all the wonders He has ever wrought.” 


We Thank Thee, O Lord 


O sweetest Lord Jesus Christ! how great is Thy love and 
how immeasurable Thy liberality, which induced Thee to 
institute the Most Blessed Sacrament and to give us poor 
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children of earth the Bread of angels! O most humble Jesus 
how far Thy love has carried Thee, that Thou hast assumed 
not only the form of a servant but also the form of bread! It 
is an unfathomable miracle that the Word was made flesh, but 
it seems still more unfathomable that the Word assumed the 
form of bread. O inestimable love! O incomprehensible love! 
O infinite love! how much Thou lovest men, and how lavishly 
Thou givest them the most precious gifts! 

O most bountiful Jesus! how shall we repay Thee for 
having of Thy own will bestowed upon us this precious Food 
without any recompense on our part? The smallest particle of 
this Bread is worth more than all the money and gold of the 
whole world; yes, more than heaven and earth with all their 
treasures. This priceless Treasure Thou dost give us, so that 
each one may take It at.his pleasure and with It pay all his 
debts to the Heavenly Father. 

O beneficent Jesus! how can we sufficiently thank Thee 
for having not only given us this Holy Sacrament, but having 
even made It our food! Truly a sweet, a strengthening, a 
delicious Food! O Food of angels, how Thou dost fortify the 
soul! O Heavenly Food, how Thou rejoicest the soul! O 
Divine Food, how Thou satiatest the soul! He who devoutly 
receives Thee can tell of Thy strength, and he can taste of Thy 
sweetness. O most merciful Jesus! never can we sufficiently 
praise Thee, not only for having given us this Sacrament as 
food, but for deigning to remain with us in this Sacrament 
until the end of the world. 

How shall I recompense Thee for these graces, O most 
merciful Jesus, since they are so precious that heaven and 
earth cannot repay them. Therefore I praise, bless and 
glorify Thee with my whole soul, with my whole mind and 
with all my strength, and I thank Thee perpetually in the name 
of all men who have ever received this Holy Sacrament or 
who will in future receive It. This thanksgiving I unite with 
that Divine act of thanksgiving which Thou Thyself didst 
pronounce at the institution of this Most Holy Sacrament. I 
also entreat the angels and saints to praise Thee with me, and 
to thank Thee for this gracious institution. Finally I beg 
Thee, O my dearest Jesus, that Thou wouldst render to Thyself 
in my stead as much praise, honor and thanks as we owe 
Thee, and as much as Thou dost deserve from us. Amen. 
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Who was the Beautiful Virgin? 





ANY years ago in the dense pine forests of northern 
Germany, there once stood a flourishing Benedic- 
tine monastery. The woodcutters and farmers who 
lived in the neighborhood came regularly on Sun- 
days and feastdays to the monastery church to 

assist at Holy Mass and hear the sermon. At Christmas the 

crowd was greater than on any other day. As the midnight 
hour approached, flickering torch lights could be seen in 
numbers among the dark pines. Men, women and children 
were making their way to the church over the snow-covered 
paths of the forest; others came on low sleds. At twelve 
o'clock, when the midnight Mass began, the church was 
crowded with pious worshippers. When the Abbot intoned 
the Gloria, all eyes turned to the high altar, and at the same 
instant a curtain was lifted and amid a flood of light, the 
forms of Mary and Joseph were seen beside the crib, Mary 
with one arm about the Divine Child. Two monks of the 
monastery, robed in beautiful costumes, represented Mary and 

Joseph: Brother Trudpert, the elder, St. Joseph; the youthful 

Alban, Mary. An infant carved of wood served as the Christ- 

Child. No eye of all present, turned away from the beautiful 

tableau until the Gloria was ended and the curtain again 

screened the crib from view. 

The two monks had repeatedly fulfilled their office. Each 
was deeply penetrated with the sublime honor of his part. 
Trudpert was in his daily life, the living copy of St. Joseph: 
quiet, modest, humble, obedient and fervently pious; Alban 
had dedicated his whole life to the Blessed Mother and her 
Divine Child. All the thoughts, all the affections and desires 
of the noble, angelic youth, were dedicated to them. He had 
one wish: to hold, just once, the real Infant; and to obtain this 
wish he would have been willing to lay down his life. 

Again the Holy Night had come. The monks were resting 
in their cells. Suddenly Alban’s cell was lightedup: the 
Blessed Mother stood before him. 

“Thy wish is fulfilled, Alban,” she said; “thou shalt, in- 
deed, hold my Divine Child in thy arms, but not in this world. 
Take leave of earth and come with me to heaven.” 

“O Mistress!” stammered Alban; “gladly would I do so, but 
who would take my place during the midnight Mass at the crib?” 











The great God, a sweet little Child! 


“I will do so myself, Alban; and when heaven and earth 
together, celebrate the birth of my Son, and He, in memory 
of His Incarnation shows Himself in His heavenly splendor 
as a Child to the angels and saints, thou shalt hold Him in 
thy arms until | return from earth.” 

“O my Mistress, I am not worthy of such favor,” exclaimed 
Alban in his childlike humility. But Mary signed him with 
the sign of the Cross, and, already, death had conducted him 
into the blissful realms above... 

The night watch is making his round, calling the brothers 
to the midnight Mass. In the corridor, the brother stops at 
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each door and says “Benedicite,” to wake the sleeping brethren. 
As he knocks at Brother Alban’s door, a voice from within 
answers, “‘Benedicite,”” and the brother outside fancies he 
hears the sound of a harp and the chime of bells. 


All Eyes Turn to the Mother of God 


The clock has struck twelve; the sound of bells has died 
away and the solemn Mass has begun. The Abbot intones 
the Gloria. The curtain rises, and there above the high 
altar, the beautiful scene is displayed. Brother Trudpert, as 
Joseph, kneels with downcast eyes, humble, modest and motion- 
less. However, no one is looking at him; all eyes are turned 
to the Mother of God. So beautiful, so ravishing, they had 
never seen her! This heavenly devotion in the angel-like 
countenance, this unspeakable dignity and majesty in her 
bearing, this wonderfu! charm of her whole being and this 
splendor had never before been witnessed. The whole assembly 
stood breathless, to the farthest corner of the church; and 
when finally the Amen of the Gloria resounded, and the curtain 
was lowered before the scene, the worshippers felt as though 
they had spent those blessed moments in heaven. 

The Holy Sacrifice proceeds. 

Brother Trudpert, who according to his custom, had not 
looked at his companion, rises to take off his costume. But 
his companion addresses him in a sweet voice: “Trudpert, 
why dost thou not look at me?” 

Trudpert raises his eyes, and before him stands— not his 
partner, Alban, whom he had thought to be on the opposite 
side of the crib — but a celestial, queenly figure in ravishing 
beauty. 

“Why dost thou not greet me, Trudpert?” continues the 
vision. 

Now he knows that it is Mary herself. He sinks upon his 
knees, and whilst tears of joy flow from his eyes, he stammers 
the words, “Hail Mary!” 

The Heavenly Virgin says: “Never forget that thou didst 
kneel with me at the crib,” and vanishes. 

The midnight Mass had ended, and Brother Trudpert had 
returned to his cell. The door opened, and the Abbot, fol- 
lowed by a number of monks, entered. 

“Brother Trudpert, that was not Alban who was with you 
at the crib. Who was it?” they asked. 
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“Oh, rejoice and praise God with me!” exclaimed the 
enraptured monk who, otherwise, was always so silent; “it was 
Mary, the Blessed Mother herself, who has favored us by 
coming into our midst! But I am thrice blessed, since I was 
in her holy company !” 

The Abbot and monks were mute with astonishment, when 
a brother came running in and exclaimed: “Alban lies cold 
and dead in his cell. He must have died hours ago!” Now 
no one could any longer doubt the fact that the Mother of 
God herself had visited the monastery that night. 

That Brother Alban had, indeed, held the real Christ-Child 
in heaven, whilst the Blessed Mother, in Alban’s place, folded 
her arms around the wooden image, was later revealed to 
Brother Trudpert. He never again spoke a word, nor would 
he look at any one after having beheld the Mother of God. 
Not until he was on his deathbed, did he relate what had been 
revealed to him concerning Alban. 

Thenceforward, the pious community with the country 
folks, celebrated more fervently than ever the Mystery of the 
Incarnation during the midnight Mass, and, to show their 
special veneration, honored the virginal Mother of God with 
a’solemn Rorate High Mass, during the whole of Advent. 
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Father Paul of Moll An interesting gift book, containing a sketch of the 
life of this wonder-worker of the 19th century. Records some of his 
striking and prophetic sayings and inspiring letters. California: ‘‘It is 
very elevating with all those wonders he pertormed through God’s omni- 
potence and mercy.” From New York: ‘It is so very interesting and 
instructive; the miracles that are recorded are wonderful.” Chicago: ‘‘I 
read in it whenever I get a chance and each time I find something 


” 


new...” Price $2.00 


Che Way of the Cross Contains fifteen devotion-inspiring pictures, each 
one a work of art, printed on best paper. The make-up is very attractive, 
the prayers very touching, print large and plain. From Philadelphia: “Each 
picture is so lifelike they almost speak. I should think they would melt the 
most hardened hearts if they would take the pains to study them.” Ohio: “I 
have never seen anything so inspiring; they surely help one to meditate.’’ 
Price, 30 cents 


Miraculous Crucifix of LCimpias, Spain — Pictures Massachusetts: “I 
am charmed with it and can hardly let the book out of my hands; it is won- 
derful!” Syracuse: “The agony of the Holy Face is so edifying and heart- 
rending.” Newfoundland: “The pictures are so very lifelike that one cannot 
look at them and remain unmoved.” Three different views inexpressibly 
beautiful and true. Made up in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, 
with a short history of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections, on 
the Passion. 20 cents each. 
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St. John of the Cross 


Died December 14, 1591 





3, OHN de Yepes, in religion known as “John of the 
Cross,” was born at Hontiveros in Old Castille on 
June 24, 1542. Even as a child, John was a tavorite 
of the Blessed Virgin who twice preserved his life 
in imminent danger of death. To assist at many 
Holy Masses was his greatest joy, and his devotion during 
the Adorable Sacrifice was angelic. At the age ot twenty-one 
he entered the Carmelite Order, and from the beginning chose 
for himself the highest rule of perfection. He considered 
himself unworthy of the priesthood, but obedience compelled 
him to accept Holy Orders. 

At his first Mass, he most earnestly besought our Lord to 
grant him the grace to pass his life without committing a 
wilful sin... At the moment of the Elevation, he perceived 
a voice in the interior of his soul saying: “I grant thee what 
thou dost petition,” and at the same time John felt a complete 
spiritual transformation. St. Teresa who re-established the 
Carmelite rule in its primitive strictness, invited John to assist 
her in the arduous work of reformation. He acceded, and the 
first years of this work were spent in practicing heroic poverty 
and mortifications. St. John had asked God to grant that he 
should not pass a day of his life without a cross, and until his 
last breath to live in humiliation and contempt. His wish was 
granted, but never was his craving for self-abnegation lessened. 





Lover of the Holy Eucharist 


He loved to pray and meditate before the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. A nun once saw him for a long time prostrate before 
the altar, then suddenly rise full of joy, his countenance beaming 
with light. When questioned about this he replied in rapture, 
“Have I not reasons to rejoice, since I have adored and seen 
our Lord?” Then extending his arms he added, “O daughter, 
what a good God is ours! How good He is!” All absorbed 
in God he offered the Holy Sacrifice. 

Once, at the request of a nun, he said the votive Mass of 
the Blessed Trinity. “Oh,” he afterwards said, “how I thank 
you, that you have given me an opportunity to say the Mass 
of the Most Blessed Trinity! What glory! what sublime 
treasures we shall enjoy in the vision of the Most Blessed 





St. John of the Cross was the founder (with St. Teresa) of the Reformed Carmel- 
ites. He is regarded by Holy Church as a docter of mystic theology. His writings 
lead the soul through the various states of purification, up to the heights of sanctity. 
God endowed him with great treasures of light. He had an intense devotion to the 
Passion of Christ, and sought for sufferings and humiliations. 
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Trinity!” Saying this, he fell into ecstasy. A student once 
saw him so resplendent after he had finished Holy Mass that 
he was quite blinded by the sight. It made so deep an 
impression on the youth, that he quitted the world and entered 
a religious order. 

One day, the saint celebrated Holy Mass in the monastery 
church at Caravaca. Those present saw a bright light coming 
from the Tabernacle which surrounded the saint and expanded 
as he proceeded with the Holy Sacrifice. After Holy Com- 
munion they observed that the light no longer came from the 
Tabernacle but from the Sacred Host which the saint had 
received, and that he shone like the sun. The Mass lasted a 
long time, especially toward the end, when sweet tears flowed 
down his cheeks. When the prioress questioned him after 
Holy Mass on the subject, he answered after a moment’s re- 
flection, “God has imparted great treasures to this sinner! He 
condescended to reveal Himself to me in such majesty, that I 
could not conclude the Mass!” Generally he strove to conceal 
these extraordinary favors, and to withhold the ecstasies, but 
in this he did not always succeed. Whenever he was about 
to undertake some important affair, he always spent some 
time before the Blessed Sacrament and recommended it to 
our Divine Savior. 

His writings, in two volumes, breathe most tender piety. 
Of Holy Communion, he writes: — “Many, when they have 
received Holy Communion, direct their whole attention and 
strength of soul to eliciting a certain feeling of sweetness 
instead of reverently meeting their God present within them, 
and humbly praising Him. They believe to have done nothing 
if they do not experience interior joy and sensible devotion. 
They do not realize that the imperceptible increase in Divine 
grace which this Sacrament effects is a far greater good.” 

He urgently recommends spiritual Communion. “Without 
attracting attention,” he says, “without remaining fasting, with- 
out the permission of the confessor, one may communicate 
spiritually; and this may be done as often as one desires, since 
it requires only an act of love.” 


Protection from Fire 


Once when in the monastery at Pennuela, a lay-brother 
set fire to the stubbles after the grain had been harvested. 
The field was near the monastery, but the wind was favorable. 
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Unexpectedly, however, the wind changed and drove the flames 
toward the monastery. The danger was great. John arrived 
at the scene when the fire was nearing a place where they 
had stored wood and hay. “Let us go to the Blessed Sacra- 
ment!” he called out to the brothers, “Jesus will help us!” All 
followed him in all haste to the church, where, after a few 
fervent ejaculations, he took the holy water and returned to 
the place of danger. He first sprinkled the fire with holy 
water, then knelt down between the fire and the fence, with 
his face toward the flame. Whilst his brethren fled before the 
smoke and intolerable heat, John remained immovable. Soon 
he disappeared in the fire and smoke. Suddenly he was seen 
ten feet above the ground wrestling with God in prayer. 
Thus he continued to hover until the flames finally turned, 
and the brethren hastened to the church to thank God for 
His protection. 

Once when John was praying during the night in the 
church he heard from the lips of Jesus the words, “What reward 
dost thou desire for what thou hast done and suffered?” He 
answered, “Lord, I desire no other reward than to suffer and 
to be despised for Thee.” His wish was to be fulfilled before 
his death. Painful wounds and ulcers covered his limbs, and 
God permitted that the prior of the monastery should be un- 
sympathetic toward him. The saint suffered patiently as a 
lamb. The day preceding his death — Friday—an awful 
dereliction came over him. The following day, having received 
Holy Viaticum with greatest devotion, he said, “My departure 
is at hand; I shall sing Matins in heaven. Into Thy hands, O 
Lord, I commend my spirit!” It was on Saturday, December 
14, 1591. Pope Benedict XIII canonized him in 1726 and or- 
dained that his festival should be kept on the 24th of November. 
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New Edition of Our Booklet 


Saint Teresa of the Child Jesus 


With twelve pictures. Recounts the principal events of 
her life. Contains the new Mass in honor of the “Little Flower,” 
beautiful Litany, novena and prayers. “The type and paper are 
perfect,”’ says a priest. “It is well bound and the contents are 
beautifully arranged.” 10 cents each 
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Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Our Lady of Lujan 


Continued 





S| LACED on a superb throne in the magnificent 
basilica, is the revered statue of Our Lady of 
Lujan which is made of baked clay. It is small, 
similar to those of many other sanctuaries in 
different parts of the world, measuring only 
about 24 inches in height, but with the crown 
of gold and pedestal being about 32 inches. The face is oval, 
modest and of a gentle smiling appearance, attracting the 
beholder to confidence. The eyes are large, clear and blue, 
The hands are joined before the breast in an attitude of 
prayer. Thanks to the pious care of the clients of our Blessed 
Lady the statue has been preserved from disfigurement during 
the vicissitudes of nearly three hundred years. How many 
have knelt before this miraculous image! What a multitude 
of favors have been received through the intercession of her 
whom it represents, the Immaculate Mother of God! 





Homage from Eminent Men 


Amongst the Popes who have enriched the Sanctuary 

with privileges and indulgences are Clement XI, Clement XIV, 

Pius VI, Pius IX, and Leo XIII. The immortal Pius IX visited 

in person the shrine on the 17th of January, 1824. He was 

then known as Father John Mastai Ferretti. He was on a 

visit to the Argentine Republic with Msgr. Juan Muzzi, Arch- 

bishop of Filipo and Apostolic nuncio to Chile. Thirty years 

after in 1854 when Vicar of Christ and head of the universal 

Church he solemnly proclaimed the dogma of the Immaculate 

} Conception of our Blessed Lady. The process for his canoni- 
zation is in progress. 

Bishops and priests from all parts of South America have 
gone personally or led their flocks in pilgrimages to visit Our 
Lady’s Shrine. 

Viceroys and governors have visited the Shrine to ask 
guidance in their responsible charges or give thanks for favors 
received. The valiant general, Manuel Belgrano, had a singu- 
lar devotion to Our Lady of Lujan. After his victory over 
General Tristan at Salta on the 20th of February, 1813, he sent 
to his Protectress, our Lady of Lujan, two of the banners 
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captured, with the following note which is a perpetual memorial 
of his faith and piety: 

“I send you (the authorities in Lujan) two flags of division 
taken from the enemy in the battle of February 20th, which 
I request you to place at the feet of Our Lady of Lujan, at 
her Shrine, in the name of the army under my command, so 
that it may be known to all how deeply grateful are my 
companions in arms and myself for the favors obtained from 
the Almighty through her mediation: and that their sight may 
excite the devotion of the faithful, in order that she may thus 
continue granting us her favors. Manuel Belgrano, Jujuy, 
May 3rd, 1813.” 

At the earnest request of General Belgrano, the govern- 
ment issued a decree dated February 18, 1812, making the 
colors of the national Banner white and blue, which are those 
of our Blessed Lady. To be concluded 

+ + + 


Brighten the Tabernacle-Crib 


Who would not have liked to furnish the sweet Virgin Mary with a light 
to brighten the dark, bleak cave of Bethlehem on the night of our Savior’s 
birth? Oh, we would all have considered such an act the privilege of our life! 
But let us turn to the crib of the Tabernacle. There lies the same little Jesus 
in the Sacred Host. There the appearance of bread is like unto the swaddling 
clothes in which He was wrapped by His Holy Mother. Now, let us offer Him 
a light during the holy season ot Advent, and for His blessed birth. Let us 
burn a candle before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed. Let us have a 
special intention; first of all, to thank our dear Lord who conceals Himselt in 
the Sacred Host as once under the form of a tender Child. Then, let us ask 
graces for our dear ones, that the peace of the Divine Babe may enter their 
hearts, some perhaps long estranged from heavenly joy; that the sweet and 
humble Christ-Child may on this day of His glorious birth, reconcile them with 
His Father, penetrate their hearts with contrition, and fill their soul with peace, 
joy and love. Or, let us ask this Babe so full of mercy to grant relief to our 
dear ones in purgatory during this season of grace and joy, and as a constant 
reminder to His loving Heart of our petitions, let us burn a candle before His 
Tabernacle-crib. For an alms of 50 cents, a large wax candle will be burned 
one whole day and one whole night upon the altar of our Adoration Chapel 
before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed; for $3.50, one whole week; for 
$12.00, one month. 

Benedictine Convent of Pepetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Not a Passing Gift 


During the next few weeks, the thought uppermost in the 
mind of many people will be : “What shall I give for a Christmas 
present ?” — Something always welcome, always useful would 
be a year’s subscription to “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” Our 
publication will be as a voice from the Tabernacle speaking 
each month to the hearts of your friends. Each issue will be 
a reminder of your kindness, and the spiritual profit derived 
from it by your friends will be a source of merit for you. 

We will aim to mail the Christmas number as near the feast 
as possible, and if desired will send a dainty card giving name 
of donor. 


Our valuable premiums for new subscriptions will afford you an addi- 
tional Christmas gift. The premium rosary for three new subscriptions is 
particularly appreciated. A mother writes: ‘‘My little rosary has just ar- 
rived. To say I am pleased is putting it mildly. It is simply beautiful; the 
daintiest little rosary I have ever seen. Thank youso much! My three little 
boys keep me pretty busy, but I will secure more subscriptions. ’’ 


Another writes: “I have received the beautiful Rosaries. Words fail to ex- 


press how pleased I am! My sister saw my beads, and she is now sending three 
new subscriptions to win a pearl rosary too.” 


A Provincial Superioress who sent new subscriptions, intending to give 
the premiums to friends, wrote: ‘“‘You anticipated a desire I had in Rome to 
buy some of those lovely pearl beads, but I did not have the pocket money. 
They are exquisitely beautiful.” 


One Good Shepherd institution carries the banner for new subscriptions. 
About 54 young ladies of this institution each secured three new subscriptions 
in order to win the beautiful pearl rosary. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


3 New Subscriptions — precious little pearl rosary guaranteed for 10 
years in a charming azure-colored box. 


2 New Subscriptions — The “Golden Book,” a complete prayer-book 
in honor of Mary, 448 pages. 


1 New Subscription — a highly blest small cocoa rosary with a gilt 
Jubilee medal of St. Benedict attached; or a magnificent picture of Pius XI, 16x22 
inches; or a beautiful picture of the Holy Christ of Limpias, 16x21 inches, or 
16x25 inches. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





248 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Our Golden Jubilee 

] ECEMBER 6, 1925, marks the golden jubilee of the 
| foundation of Benedictine Sisters of Clyde, Missouri, 
| as a Convent of Perpetual Adoration. Five Sisters 
came from the picturesque mountains of Switzerland to 
™ start a Convent of Eucharistic worship on the prairies 
of Missouri. The community began in great poverty, and bore, as do 
all God’s works, the seal of the Savior’s Cross. For many years the 
Sisters endured untold hardships, but never did they waver in their 
sublime intention of founding a community devoted to the unceasing 
praise of the Most Blessed Sacrament. To keep up the holy Adoration, 
many sacrifices were entailed’ when the community had but few mem- 
bers. They worked hard, sometimes each kept several hours of adora- 
tion during the day, and again at night. Regardless of cold and 
fatigue, they rose to pay homage to the Hidden God. 

Even when the Adoration Chapel was struck by lightning which 
tore the roof and walls asunder, the two adorers kneeling in prayer 
continued uninjured. Another time a cyclone swept away part of the 
roof, chimney and windows, yet there was no cessation of the perpetual 
prayer. 





Motives for Gratitude 


With gratitude to God we look back upon the fifty years He has 
reigned in the midst of this community to receive its praise and adora- 
tion. With gratitude, likewise, we think of the hardships of the 
pioneer members who brought countless sacrifices in order to prove 
faithful to the sublime object for which alone this Benedictine Convent 
was founded. 

Gratitude is no less due to those fathers and mothers who have 
brought the sacrifice of their beloved daughters — offering them to 
the service of the Most Blessed Sacrament. The Eucharistic King, 
whose court has been formed for fifty years of these chosen souls, has 
assuredly blessed these noble-hearted parents for their generous gift. 

Gratitude also fills our hearts towards all our benefactors who 
have given material aid to the community. Many have already 
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entered eternity and are now enjoying the reward of their charity; for 
the others, a crown of glory is laid up above. 

Our Eucharistic Lord has marvelously blessed the Convent of 
Perpetual Adoration which had so humble a beginning. Now a numer- 
ous community surrounds the Tabernacle in a beautiful chapel not 
wholly unworthy of the Lord of Hosts. 

During these fifty years, streams of graces have flowed from the 
the God of Love on our altar. He has hearkened to the petitions 
of His spouses who wearied not in raising their virginal hands 
heavenward in supplication for the Church, the diocese and countless 
souls, living and departed, recommended to their prayers. What a 
grace to spend one’s life and consecrate one’s energies to the service 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament! Never is man greater than when 
he kneels in adoration before the Sacred Host. 

Two notable events mark the jubilee year of the Benedictine 
Convent of Perpetual Adoration at Clyde, Missouri: 1) Divine 
Providence arranged that our Constitutions drawn up for all future Bene- 
dictine Convents of Perpetual Adoration in the United States, were 
approved on the Feast of St. Scholastica, Feb. 10, 1925. This was 
a rare privilege from the Holy See for one single community. It 
was done, however, with the view that new houses of Perpetual 
Adoration should be shortly founded. 

2) During the past few years, four prelates have invited the Sisters 
to establish Convents of Perpetual Adoration in their dioceses. Our 
prelates realize the value of intercessory prayer to draw down God’s 
blessing on themselves, their clergy and the faithful. Plans are, being 
made by our community to respond to the invitations of two prelates 
and establish two houses of Perpetual Adoration within the coming 
year. — Oh, what a privilege for us frail. human beings! — The God 
of heaven in the Sacred Host is, we might say, in our power. The 
Eucharistic King of Love looks to us to procure for Him worship, 
praise and adoration. 


New Thrones of Exposition 


By a special privilege, the Most Blessed Sacrament is exposed 
day and night without interruption in our Adoration Chapel in Clyde. 











Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 


Privileged the souls called to a life of adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament! 
They are the companions of the angels. 
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The Blessed Sacrament will also be exposed in the centres about to be 
established. The new foundations will be located within the limits of 
large cities, in order that the clergy and the faithful may have access 
to}the Blessed Sacrament to keep hours of adoration. — Every look 
at the Sacred Host our Lord has promised to reward with special glory 
in heaven: What a grace, then, for those consecrated souls who devote 
their whole life to the Eucharistic service! What a privilege for the 
pious faithful who follow the attraction of visiting the Blessed Sacrament 
often ! 

What a spectacle for the angels to behold a sanctuary of adoration 
on earth: to see their Lord reigning on His throne of Love in the 
Holy Eucharist, exposed to the view of His children! Were our eyes 
opened, we would behold the prayers of the adorers ascending heaven- 
ward in union with the supplications of the Divine Master; and in 
return we would behold streams of grace and mercy flowing upon the 
Church and the faithful. One of our greatest regrets on our deathbed 
will be: "Alas! I have not realized the truth — God with us in the 
Holy Eucharist!" — On the other hand, one of the deepest consolations 
for a devout soul on departing this life will be: "I have loved and 
served my hidden God in the Sacred Host. I have become one with 
Him through the Holy Eucharist; now | trust in His mercy to show 
me unveiled His Eucharistic beauty." 

Dear friends and readers of "Tabernacle and Purgatory," you who 
love the Most Blessed Sacrament, unite your prayers with ours that 
heaven may bless our undertakings. Pray that we may receive many 
loving, innocent, devout virgins who, with holy joy, will consecrate 
their life to the Eucharistic service. Pray also that friends will help 
us with material means in order that our new foundations may soon 
become a reality redounding to the honor of the Eucharistic God. 
Great expenses will be connected with the undertakings, but like Saint 
Teresa, we shrink from no sacrifice when there is question of erecting 
a new exposition throne for the God of love. With Saint Teresa, we 
place all our confidence in God who will move the hearts of generous 
benefactors to help us promote His Eucharistic kingdom. 


4 + + 
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Chosen among Thousands 





™ HAVE loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore 

have I drawn thee,” says our Blessed Lord. Whom 

does He draw? Whence does He draw? He drew 

the virgin disciple, St. John, to His bosom; today 

He draws virginal souls to His Eucharistic Heart. 
Privileged the soul who feels an attraction for the Holy 
Eucharist! More privileged still, if she be called to render 
special worship to the Hidden God by the angelic service of 
Perpetual Adoration. “Others serve the King’s subjects — by 
teaching children, caring for sick and poor — but the adorer 
ministers at the throne of the King Himself,” said the Blessed 
Peter Julian Eymard, founder of the Congregation of Priest- 
adorers of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Sublime is the dignity of the priest at whose word the Lord 
of heaven becomes incarnate in his hands. Great also is the 
dignity of the priestly virgin: such, in truth, is a religious 
of the Perpetual Adoration. She takes as addressed to herself 

| the words of our Lord to St. Margaret Mary, the confidante 
of His Heart, “You shall lift up your heart and hands to 
heaven, presenting Me continually to My Father as a Victim 
of Love.” The chief aim of the adorer is to render to the 
Living God, veiled in the Sacred Host, the homage denied 
Him by men; to let the incense of her praise and thanksgiving 
ascend without ceasing to His throne. By her adoring love 
| she would satisfy His sorrowful appeal, “I thirst with a thirst 
| so ardent to be loved by men in the Blessed Sacrament but 
; I find scarcely anyone who seeks to quench it by making 
| some return of love.” 
A religious of the Perpetual Adoration enters into most 
intimate union with Jesus Christ. He has chosen her from 
among thousands, called her into His forecourts, into His very 
sanctuary. She is a life-guard of her Sacramental Lord, 
kneeling before Him day and night. Jesus ranks her among 
His angels with whose voices she blends hers, praying in her 
earthly exile the Sanctus she is destined to chant forever in 
heaven. 

The adorer also enters into most intimate union with Holy 
Church. She is her representative, even mediatrix between 
God and man. The sinner, the suffering, the holy souls in 
the flames of purgatory, longing for deliverance, all these Holy 
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Church recommends to the prayers, the intercession, the 
sacrifices of the Sister of Perpetual Adoration. What a sublime, 
holy and angelic vocation! 

Noble, generous souls, do not let the alluring voice of 
pleasure stifle the Master’s call if He invite you to His service 
in the Perpetual Adoration. With the grace of vocation will 
likewise come the strength to embrace the sacrificial life. In 
this world you will be close, very close to His Heart in the 
Tabernacle, and in the next — oh, how easy it is to pass from 
the adoration sanctuary, the very ante-chamber of heaven, to 
the unveiled splendor of Him whom you have faithfully served! 

Religious vocations are not as numerous now as formerly. 
Perhaps the chief reason is, that the worldly home is taking 
the place of the Catholic home. To kill a vocation to the 
higher life parents need only train their children to love the 
world. Flowers may spring from muck, but the worldly home 
is poor soil for religious vocations. Catholic fathers and moth- 
ers, gladly foster your dear ones’ vocations, and when you see 
one stand at the altar or clothed with the religious habit, thank 
God and Mary, the Mirror of Purity, for having kept them 
unspotted from the world. Blessed the hour when a virginal 
soul is raised to the dignity of a spouse of the most Blessed 
Sacrament! Happy indeed the parents who are privileged to 
present to the King of Heaven a daughter as His bride! 


+ + + 


Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


Continued 


Ry NE of the most beautiful attributes of God is His 
infinite mercy. Whenever this sublime virtue 
adorns a soul, God watches over her as a mother; 
He sends His holy angels to her assistance and 
imparts to her His graces in abundance. A 
soul who is a friend to her neighbor, is likewise 








a friend of God. What she does to others, God will do for 
her. God’s promise remains eternally true: “With what meas- 
ure you mete, it shall be measured to you again;” and, “Blessed 
are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy.” 

To the merciful, Christ promises paradise without con- 
ditions. On the day of judgment He will call the merciful: 
“Come, ye blessed of My Father! possess the kingdom pre- 
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pared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was 
hungry, and you gave Me to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave 
Me to drink; I was a stranger, and you took Me in; naked, and 
you covered Me; sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison and 
you came to Me... for, as long as you did it to one of these 
My least brethren, you did it to Me.” God shows Himself 
ever ready to listen to the petitions of generous souls, and 
often anticipates them. 

Many instances also show that a favorable answer to 
prayer has preserved souls from apostasy and despair. Who- 
ever wishes to claim St. Anthony as a friend, and experience 
his supernatural help, must for his sake and his honor help 
the poor and afflicted with works of charity and alms. But 
St. Anthony is not content with merely helping us in our 
temporal needs in so far as it is according to the holy will of 
God, but he strives, above all, to preserve those whom he 
incites to acts of charity, from eternal perdition. 


A lady had prayed twenty-five years for the conversion of her sister, yet 
all her tears and sighs seemed in vain. She happened to read of the wonderful 
i power of the great St. Anthony. At once she was inspired with confidence in 
i his intercession, and promised to make a generous offering in his honor to buy 
bread for the poor. Lo! a short time afterwards, her erring sister became 
reconciled with God and received Holy Communion on the Feast of the Assump- 
tion with touching devotion. 


“TI promised an offering for the poor in Europe in honor of St. Anthony 
if my brother would make his Easter duty. To my joy, my request has been 
granted.” 

“I promised to send $20.00 for St. Anthony’s Bread for the poor, if my hus- 
band who had not been to church for about ten years, would make the mission 
we had in our parish last week, and receive the sacraments. He did so, for 
which favor I am most thankful to God and St. Anthony, as also are my children 
who have been praying fervently for their father.” 


‘“‘Give to the Poor and You Shall Never Want’’ 








St. Paulinus of Nola was blessed by God with great riches, 
but better than all his riches was his charity — he was the 
greatest friend and benefactor of the poor and afflicted. His 
generosity knew no bounds: sometimes, at sight of the distress 
of others he forgot his own needs. One day, during a famine, 
he had but one loaf of bread in the house when a beggar 
came. Immediately Paulinus commanded this last loaf to be 
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given to the beggar. Teresa, his wife, out of too great solici- 
tude, did not think herself obliged to comply with the order, 
and the beggar left the house hungry. That same evening 
messengers came to inform Paulinus that ships laden with 
wine and wheat had arrived for him; but one vessel had been 
wrecked and its cargo lost. “Do you see now,” said Paulinus 
to Teresa, “that you stole that loaf from the poor? One loaf 
you withheld from the poor — one ship God permitted to be 
lost at sea.” — 

How many miserly people fare in a similar manner! They 
work themselves almost to death, but the blessing of God 
does not rest upon their labors, at least not for a long duration, 
because they are hard-hearted toward the poor. 


££ + + 


The Good Sons of St. Francis are in Distress 


The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the most sublime act 
of homage we can render to God; it is in every way an act 
worthy of Him. It is likewise within the power of everyone 
to have it offered for himself and those dear to him. Would 
you praise and thank God for some special favor ?— Have a 
Holy Mass of thanksgiving offered and you have rendered 
adequate praise and thanks to God. Would you honor the 
Blessed Mother whose Immaculate Conception we celebrate 
on the 8th of December? There is no better way of doing 
this than having a Holy Mass offered in her honor. Would 
you obtain some special favor from God for yourself or a dear 
friend? — Holy Mass can and will obtain it for you if it is for 
the honor of God and your salvation. Are you mourning the 
death of a loved one? — Let your heart be consoled at the 
thought that you can still assist them, should they be in need 
of your help: give them a Christmas joy; have the Adorable 
Sacrifice of Propitiation offered for them and open to them 
the gates of heaven. If you are able, have many Holy Masses 
offered for the poor souls; it is an easy way of obtaining many 
graces from God, and you thereby practice great charity 
toward the holy souls. By sending these Mass stipends to 
the needy priests of Central Europe, you merit a second 
reward, that of charity for God’s anointed on earth. Take for 
instance, the Franciscan and Capuchin Fathers in Austria. 
Before us lie letters from the Provincials or Guardians of: 
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Innsbruck, Salzburg, Landeck; Graz, Klagenfurt, Vienna and 
Villach. 

The Guardian of the last named monastery writes : ‘‘We are assuredly 
most thankful for your generosity in sending us aid! I told the Fathers at 
once to pray for our American benefactors. We have scarcely any Mass 
intentions, and receive no alms whatever. The people are utterly impover- 
ished. Sometimes we actually have not the means to procure the necessary 
food for the table. Now you have again become our benefactor as once before 
through the alms you sent from America, our house was saved from 
dissolution.” — How distressing that the good Franciscans must suffer thus ! 


Klagenfurt: “You cannot imagine from what truly bitter need the good 
God has relieved us through the Mass stipends you sent! It is again verified: 
‘Where need is greatest, God’s help is nearest’... In case you again have some 
Mass intentions to spare, we would be most grateful to receive some.” 


Salzburg: ‘Again I have been elected Guardian, and procurator for 
all the Capuchin monasteries in the archdiocese of Salzburg. Ah, no one 
realizes what heavy, heavy cares this office now presses upon my shoulders! 
Surely, I may again come to Your Reverence, and beg you to obtain help 
for me from good Americans in this responsible office. Mass stipends will 
help eur financial distress.” 

Graz: “One of the chief sources of our support are the Mass intentions 
Your Reverence has been able to send us now and then. There is great need 
for our missionary labors among the people, and we must educate young men 
for our Order, but, alas! with what means! If we fail to receive Mass stipends 
from America, we will not have wherewith to support our clerics and fathers, 
and their work for souls will be impeded.” 


It grieves the heart to see these good Franciscan and 
Capuchin Fathers, who practice poverty so strictly, deprived 
of the bare means of sustenance, when we can so easily help 
them! They ask not for alms, but for Mass stipends. Let us 
be very generous toward the Holy Souls and toward the good 
Franciscans! Mass stipends will be promptly forwarded to 
Bishops and Superiors of religious orders in Central Europe 
if sent to: — 


Rev. P. Lukas, O.S. B. or 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 





CONTENTS,—DECEMBER, 1925 


Advent — The Great Antiphons — Advent, Christmas and Corpus Christi— 
Divine Babe and the Sacred Host — Who Was the Beautiful Virgin? — St. John 
of the Cross — Our Lady of Lujan — Our Golden Jubilee— Chosen among 
Thousands — Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony — “Give to the Poor and You 
Shall Never Want” — The Good Sons of St. Francis are in Distress 

















Artistic Pictures —in Photo-tone 


Pictures will be blessed when remittance accompanies order. 


The Last Supper - - - - - 19 x 82 in. $0.50 
Ecce Homo - - - - - . Se Se 
The Holy Face - - - - - - 6x21” 
A of Our Lord : ; M4: 
psa Most Sorrowful ee Gas 14x22”. .35 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart - - - 18x26” .40 
Mother Most Amiable_— - - - - pe 
Mother Most Admirable - - - - fo! Sar 
St. Joseph in Glory - - - - 18x24” .40 
Death of St. Joseph - - - - - 15 x 22 ”’ 

Angel Guardian - - - - - - ot ea 
The Holy Espousals - - - - . isis. "* op 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XI - - - - 16x 22 ” 40 

Suitable for Enthronement 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure - - 16x25” .40 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust - - - . 14x18” .30 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust : - - - ee Semmes ° 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Pleading With renewal f2a” 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Reigning of Consecration 8x12”  .10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Bleeding 8 x 12 in., 10 cts. Misch” D2 
Sacred Heart of Jesus ; Companion pictares 14x18 ” .85 
Sacred Heart of Mary es So | 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lover of Mankind - - 17x24” .50 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lover of Mankind - - 3." 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lover of Mankind With Consecration 9x14 ” 15 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lover of Mankind ”’ “5 >). Sie 





Rosaries for Christmas Gifts 
Order at once and avoid disappointment 


Gold chain, assorted colors, small beads $2.00; large beads $2.50 
Medium size steel beads, steel chain - - - 0.35 


Genuine, Black Cocoa Rosaries 


For ordinary use, $0.35, 0.40, 0.50; large beads for grandma 0.75 
Nice rosary, medium beads, metal chain, artistic center con- 
nection and beautiful crucifix attached - - - 0.60 
Handsome small oval beads, oxidized cross and center piece 0.75 
Excellent quality, small beads, metal chain, 2 in. nickel bound 
cross, scapular medal connection - - - 1.25 
Special — elegant medium oval beads, on silver finish chain, 
handsome silver finish cross and scapular medal connection. 
Warranted not to tarnish; enclosed in neat leather pouch 2.00 
When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








Following booklets 10 cents each 


Devotion to the Holy Ghost 

Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home 
Six Discourses on the Enthronement 

True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 

Come, Let Us Adore 

God Himself Our Sacrifice On Holy Mass 
In the Splendor of the Morning Sun ” ” ey 


More Precious than Diamonds 


Most Consoling for the Human Heart Vol. I 

Most Consoling for the Human Heart Vol. II 

Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 
(Revised and enlarged) 

Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix 

Devotion to Mary 

Mary, Mother of God 

Mary, Our Mother 

Under Mary’s Mantle 

De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary 

The Rosary, My Treasure 

Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 

Go to Joseph 

St. Gertrude the Great 

Saint Teresa of the Child Jesus 

Benigna Consolata 

Anna Catherine Emmerich 


Following booklets 3 for 10 cents 


Message of the Sacred Heart 
Assist the Souls in Purgatory 
Holy Water in the Christian Home 





Include Some of These Booklets with Your Christmas Gifts 


Following booklets 5 cents each 


Jesus, Joy of My Heart 
Jesus Pleads for My Love 
Jesus Loves Me 

Jesus One with Me 


Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 

All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 

The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 

From Olivet to Calvary 

Devotion to the Holy Face 

Devotion to the Precious Blood 

Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 

Conformity to the Will of God 

Magnificence of the Love of God 

Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations L Revised 

Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows { Small size 

Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 

Devotions to St. Joseph 

Good St. Ann 

St. Jude Thaddeus, the Great Helper in Great Need 
and St. Rita, Advocate of the Impossible 


Four of this series 





The “Blessed Virgin Library” consisting of 
eight booklets listed above, namely: Devotion to 
Mary - Mary, Mother of God- Mary, Our Mother- 
Under Mary’s Mantle - De Montfort’s Devotion to 
Mary - The Rosary, My Treasure- Communion De- 
votions in Union with Mary— Devotion to the Mother 


of Sorrows. 


Price 70 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 


Its consoling and uplifting articles will cheer your sick friends. 


Also contains Confession, Communion and Mass devotions, and many 
“It is wonderfully consoling.” 10 cts.each 


beautiful prayers. Kentucky: 


Reduction for quantities of 100 or more. 


Postage extra on our publications. 





Hanging Crucifixes 


Nickel bound Crucifixes 
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6 in. 0.90; 
When remittance accompanies the order, Crucifixes will be enriched with the indul- 


5 in. $0.70 


Real Ebony, Oxidized Corpus 


gences of the stations and of the dying. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











